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What is Open Source?
OPEN SOURCE GIVES YOU 4 FREEDOMS

OPEN SOURCE 
GIVES YOU 4 
FREEDOMS

Free to 
Run
(for any purpose)

Free to Study 
& Modify

Free to 
Share

Free to 
Distribute 
Modified 
Versions

Find Open Source licenses 
at opensource.org

Not Just Code! Open 
Source is also about tools, 
process, culture 

https://bit.ly/curioss-resources


Open Source Trends
OPEN SOURCE IS THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF ALL SOFTWARE96% of the world’s software contains open source code77% of all code originates from open source software

OPEN SOURCE IS THE 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF 
ALL SOFTWARE

96% of the world’s 
software contains open 
source code

77% of all code originates 
from open source software

Open Source is 
Everywhere

Sources: Synopsys 2022 Open Source Security and Risk Analysis Report; Linux Foundation Annual Report 2021; Synopsys 2024 Open
Source Security and Risk Analysis Report (OSSRA); 

https://bit.ly/curioss-resources


Open Source Trends
OPEN SOURCE  OPEN RESEARCH“In terms of specific practices, open research includes open access to publications, open research data, open-source software/tools, open workflows, citizen science, open educational resources, and alternative methods for research evaluation.”

OPEN SOURCE & 
OPEN RESEARCH

“In terms of specific 
practices, open research 
includes open access to 
publications, open 
research data, open-
source software/tools, 
open workflows, citizen 
science, open educational 
resources, and alternative 
methods for research 
evaluation.”

Open Source is 
Everywhere

Open Source & 
Open Research

Sources: European Commission’s Open Science Policy Platform (2020); 

https://bit.ly/curioss-resources


Open Source Trends
OPEN SOURCE FOR ECONOMIC IMPACTOpen source software contributes €65 - €95 billion to the EU’s GDP$26.4 billion funding for commercial open source (COSS) startups in 2024COSS startups average 7x greater valuations at IPO and 14x at MA than closed-source peers.

OPEN SOURCE FOR 
ECONOMIC IMPACT

Open source software 
contributes €65 - €95 
billion to the EU’s GDP

$26.4 billion funding for 
commercial open source 
(COSS) startups in 2024

COSS startups average 7x 
greater valuations at IPO 
and 14x at M&A than 
closed-source peers.

Open Source is 
Everywhere

Open Source for 
Open Research

Open Source for 
Economic Impact

Sources: 2024: The Value of Open Source Software by Manuel Hoffmann, Frank Nagle, Yanuo Zhou; 
https://openforumeurope.org/open-source-impact-study/

https://bit.ly/curioss-resources


Open Source Trends
OPEN SOURCE FOR SOCIAL IMPACTOpen-source software, open data, open AI models, open standards, and open content that adhere to privacy and other applicable laws and best practices, do no harm by design, and help attain the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

OPEN SOURCE FOR 
SOCIAL IMPACT

Open-source software, 
open data, open AI models, 
open standards, and open 
content that adhere to 
privacy and other 
applicable laws and best 
practices, do no harm by 
design, and help attain the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

Open Source is 
Everywhere

Open Source for 
Open Research

Open Source for 
Social Impact

Open Source for 
Economic Impact

Sources: digitalpublicgoods.net

https://bit.ly/curioss-resources


Why Open 
Source? Accelerated 

Innovation

Frictionless 
Re-use

Shared 
Cost

Shared 
Risk

Economic & 
Social Impact

Increased 
Trust



Myth: Open Source is 
free of cost

Truth: 

You don’t pay for a 
license, but you often 
have to pay for support, 
customization, hosting. 

That’s how 
Commericial Open 
Source Companies 
make $$.

Open 
Source 
Myths

Myth: Open Source is 
less secure

Truth: 
Security is not a factor 
about whether source 
code is open or not, it’s 
about secure practices 
and governance. 
Many orgs now agree 
open source is more 
secure (many eyes).

Busting some myths…

1 2 3

Myth: Open Source is 
all volunteers

Truth: 
Most major open 
source projects are 
heavily supported by 
pro devs. 
Organizations now 
focus on open source 
excellence.
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Open 
Source & 
AI

An evolving story… August 5th



Source: Linux Foundation Open Source EU Summit 2025 https://sched.co/26edn
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Source: Linux Foundation Open Source EU Summit 2025 https://sched.co/26edn



Why Open 
Source AI? Accelerated 

Innovation

Frictionless 
Re-use

Shared 
Cost

Shared 
Risk

Economic & 
Social Impact

Increased 
Trust



Don’t build from 
scratch! 

Stand on the 
shoulders of 
giants…

Building AI skills 
includes open 
source skills...

Time to invest in open source…

1 2 3

Global 
collaboration 
opportunities are 
all around us!

And open source 
is the best way to 
collaborate… 

… and that 
includes: tech 
(across all 
domains), legal, 
business

Ireland’s 
Open 
Source 
Opportunity



Clare Dillon
www.openirelandnetwork.com
www.linkedin.com/in/claredillon/

Thank you!
Please connect with me if you 
would like to learn more
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